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Please Don’t Post 
on Power Poles
Attaching signs or any other object to utility poles without the electric utility’s 
consent is against the law and can be very dangerous for our linemen. Signs 
and other illegal attachments to power poles make the poles extremely 
hazardous – and sometimes impossible – for line workers to climb and make 
repairs. It only takes a nail partially driven into a pole to cause serious injury 
to a line worker. 

In addition to signs, we’ve seen dusk-to-dawn lights, bird feeders, bird houses, 
basketball hoops, fl ags, cameras, and deer stands to name a few. It is often 
impractical and costly to send a lineman to remove these attachments. If they 
are on the job and there is an attachment to the pole, they will remove the attachment before climbing the pole.

Dunn Energy Cooperative is asking you to please refrain from placing signs or other structures on power poles.

DEC line crews climb utility poles at all hours of the day and night, in the worst conditions. It’s a diffi cult 
enough job, even under the best of circumstances. Signs, posters and other illegal attachments can make 
the job even harder for our linemen. Sharp objects like nails, tacks, staples or barbed wire can catch a boot, 
causing the climber to fall and become seriously injured. 

Nails can also puncture rubber gloves and other safety equipment, making linemen vulnerable to electrocution. 
Even if you take the sign down, the nails often 
remain in the pole long after.

In addition, nail holes allow moisture to enter 
wooden poles, causing premature decay and 

the expense of early 
replacement.  

Please be respectful of 
cooperative equipment 
and property and 
considerate of the 
linemen who have work 
on the poles. Dunn 
Energy encourages co-
op members to contact 
local zoning offi cers to 
inquire about where 
signage can be posted 
legally. 
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March 2023

Be Prepared for Thunderstorms
March may not be historically known for major storms in Wisconsin, 
but it isn’t unheard of. While a thunderstorm is only about 15 miles 
in diameter and lasts around 30 minutes, it can wreak havoc on our 
communities, so it pays to keep an ear to the forecast and an eye 
to the sky to know when one of these potentially devastating storms 
might blow through our area. 

Thunderstorms can produce lightning, flash floods, hail, straight 
line winds, and tornadoes—all of which can be deadly and lead to 
hundreds of millions of dollars of property damage and extended 
power outages.

BEFORE THE STORM
Know the difference between a severe thunderstorm watch and 
warning. A watch means there is the possibility of storms in your 
area. A warning means a storm has been reported or is imminent and 
you should take cover.

The National Weather Service offers these tips to make sure you are 
prepared for spring and summer storms:

• Assemble necessary supplies for a potential outage (for a 
suggested list, visit SafeElectricity.org).

• Check the forecast and the hazardous weather outlook.

• Watch for signs of an approaching storm.

• If a storm is approaching, turn on a weather radio or an AM/FM 
radio for information.

• If a storm is imminent, stay inside until it passes.

If you find yourself outdoors during a storm, remember that if you 
can hear thunder, you are close enough to a storm to be struck by 
lightning. If possible, get inside or into a hard top vehicle—not a 
convertible. If safe shelter is not available, find a low spot away from 
trees, fences, and poles. If you are indoors when a storm strikes, stay 
away from windows, and go to the lowest level of your home. Unplug 
unnecessary appliances, and do not use corded phones. Cordless and 
cellular phones are safe.  

AFTER THE STORM
Once the storm has passed, it does not mean the danger has. There 

Continued on back



MEETING 

SUMMARY

Monthly Reports:
The Operations report discussed 
preordering the line truck scheduled 
to be replaced in 2024-25 due to 
supply chain issues and the amount 
of time it’s taking for trucks to 
be built. They also discussed the 

bidding for the County Highway T project in Chippewa 
County, as well as the County Road H project in Dunn 
County.

The team lead report on Member Services and 
Communications included information on the website 
upgrade being finished and the newly created 
Cooperative Family Fund. It was decided that the 
Cooperative will match all employee donations to the 
fund. There was also discussion around finding a speaker 
for the Annual Meeting on Thursday, May 18.

The CFO reported that financially, December sales were 
stronger than budget by about 4.8% and revenue was 
up just over 4%. For 2022, yearly sales grew 2.65% 
over budget. Overall, the Cooperative did very well for 
the year. However, the uncertainty of the power market, 
supply chain issues, and interest rates may keep things 
volatile in the year ahead. 

The CEO/General Manager gave an overview on day-
to-day operations as well as an update on the grant 

through the federal government that the Cooperative 
has been working on. DEC has made it to step two in 
applying for funds to bolster the meter communications 
infrastructure through the NRECA grant consortium. He 
also provided an update on the One Energy Solar project. 
Employees met with One Energy Solar staff to discuss 
the details of the two 1.5 MW sites being built on DEC’s 
system this year. 

The following items were approved:
• Minutes of the December 2022 Board meeting

• Capital credit estate payout for deceased members

• Audit committee report of all checks, ACH 
payments, wire transfers, credit card statements, 
and investments accounts

• Update to rate policies

• Preorder of line truck for 2024-25

• Cooperative Family Fund donation

Other Business:
Director Zwiefelhofer reported on Dairyland Power 
activities for the month.

Reviewed the monthly report of new Cooperative 
members.

Reviewed the monthly governance video that discussed 
the Role of the Cooperative’s Attorney.

From The Board room January 2023 Board Meeting Highlights

could be a variety of hazards left by the severe weather. Keep 
yourself and your family safe by being aware of the dangers 
after the storm.

DO NOT touch downed power lines or objects in contact with 
those lines. There is no way to know if that line is energized. 
A downed power line does not have to be arcing or smoking 
to be deadly. Stay away from the line and warn others to do 
the same. If you come across downed power lines, call 9-1-1 
and your utility immediately. 

The National Weather Service suggests other things to 
consider after the storm:

• If you are inspecting your home in the dark, use a 
flashlight rather than a candle or some other open 
flame to avoid the risk of fire or explosion due to a gas 
leak. 

• If you see frayed wiring or sparks or if there is an odor 
of something burning, shut off the electrical system at 
the main circuit breaker if you know how to and can do 
so safely. 

• If you smell gas or suspect a leak, open windows in the home if you can do so safely, and then get out 
of the house. If the smell is strong, leave immediately without touching any switches. Once outside, call 
9-1-1, and notify your gas utility.

This is just a reminder to help keep you and your family safe during potentially dangerous weather. For more 
tips on how to stay safe during and after a storm, visit our website at dunnenergy.com/outage-information.

Be Prepared for Thunderstorms continued


